Op Ed from Ambassador Dana Shell Smith
U.S.-Qatari Partnership in Education

This week marks the 15" annual International Education Week, an event
celebrated in over 100 countries around the world. It is an opportunity to
recognize the critical importance of international educational exchange in
developing mutual understanding and respect between countries and their people
around the world, and to celebrate education as a means of empowering and
enhancing not only the individual, but society as a whole. Over the past 15 years,
thousands of events have been held around the world showcasing the benefits of
international education and exchange.

International education is for everyone. It is integral to building a more
sustainable, secure, and prosperous world. International students enrich
classrooms, campuses, and communities in ways that endure long after students
return home. This exchange is essential to solving global challenges like climate
change, violent extremism, as well as health and food security. People with an
international education bridge socio-economic, cultural, political, religious, and
geographic barriers and achieve greater understanding of one another’s values and
views.

Indeed, international education empowers the next generation with the knowledge
and skills to lead our interconnected world. Studies show international experience
is increasingly valued by employers in the global economy. We welcome an ever-
increasing number of foreign students studying in the U.S. and encourage
American students to study abroad. According to the Institute of International
Education’s 2014 Open Doors Report, there are nearly 900,000 international
students in the United States and almost 300,000 Americans studying abroad.

Today, nearly 45 percent of international students are women, representing a 60
percent increase over 20 years. Educating girls is particularly important as girls’
attendance in formal schooling drives gender equality, decreases infant and
maternal mortality, and advances economic development. We seek greater
diversity in international study — more diverse students, more diverse locations of



study, and more diverse types of degrees and academic institutions. The State
Department directly supports exchange programs that expand academic
opportunities for students from disadvantaged backgrounds and historically
underserved populations in both the U.S. and abroad.

Likewise, Qatar’s commitment to investing in education is outlined in the Qatar
National Vision 2030. Qatar’s dedicated educators have worked hard to make
Qatar a regional leader in education; from the Supreme Education Council’s
sweeping K-12 reforms, to Qatar University’s forward-looking outreach and
partnerships, to Education City and the other education-focused institutions at the
Qatar Foundation. As Her Highness Sheikha Mozah bint Nasser Al Missned has
stated, “A proper education promotes understanding between people, enhances
civic responsibility and political participation, and can ultimately contribute to
peaceful outcomes.” | am proud and gratified that the U.S. is a major partner in
helping achieve Qatar’s ambitious education goals, with six U.S. universities at
Education City and countless research and educational exchanges and
collaborations between U.S. and Qatari institutions.

The number of Qatari students in the U.S. has more than doubled over the last five
years, and last year increased by nearly 20 percent to reach 1,191 Qataris studying
in the U.S. As the U.S. Ambassador to Qatar, | will work to increase opportunities
for Qataris to study in the U.S., and to augment the already substantial number of
educational exchanges and partnerships between U.S. and Qatari institutions. The
United States offers nearly 4,000 accredited colleges and universities and over $55
billion per year invested in research. America’s educational institutions produce
over a third of the world’s publications and host 70 percent of the world’s Nobel
Prize winners. Our education system thrives because of the diversity of our
students, who are cultural ambassadors, enriching our classrooms with new
perspectives and experiences. Every single Qatari who studies in the U.S. and
American who studies in Qatar benefits both our nations.

To support students who want to study in the U.S., our Embassy has made
facilitation of visas for students a top priority. Also, the Embassy’s Student
Advising Office guides applicants to U.S. universities with individual
appointments, group presentations and test material preparation. Education is a



key pillar of our mission at the Embassy, and we are 100 percent committed to
helping students succeed in their journey to and from the United States.

Whenever | meet Qatari graduates of U.S. institutions, they always have fond
memories of their friendships with the American people, and are proud of how far
they grew as people during their time in the U.S. In observing International
Education Week, we join our Qatari friends in encouraging and fostering the
healthy growth of our youth, our educational systems, and our deep friendship. |
hope this week will give us a chance to thank those who taught us, reflect upon
everyday opportunities to learn, and aspire to greater heights through educational
exchange.

Dana Shell Smith

Ambassador of the United States of America to the State of Qatar
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